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What perspectives have Japanese undergraduates developed through learning
"Yasashii-nihongo"?

Sunyoung CHUN (International Christian University)
Abstract

This study examines the teaching of "Yasashii-nihongo," which is an easy-to-
understand form of Japanese designed for non-native speakers, to undergraduates at
a university in spring 2023. The aim is to develop a basic understanding of Japanese
language education and encourage students to reflect on the language's role in society.
The course involved 114 students who do not specialize in Japanese.

Over fifteen weekly sessions, the three-week "Yasashii-nihongo" segment
included lessons on its history, usage, real-world applications, flyer creation, and
conversational text production. Analysis of three assignments per student revealed
four key outcomes: 1) acceptance of linguistic diversity in Japan, 2) enhanced
structural analysis of their native language, 3) improved interpersonal awareness,
and 4) reflection on their own Japanese usage.

Participants, who typically used Japanese in everyday life, gained perspectives on
Japanese society and communication, gradually applying "Yasashii-nihongo"
principles in their lives. This approach fosters openness toward a multicultural
convivial society and highlights the importance of Japanese language pedagogy for
undergraduates.
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