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Abstract

This paper starts by emphasising the importance of asking learners what they have under-
stood from a conversation they took part in, as this is the very first step in establishing proper
guidelines for how native speakers can promote better communication with learners. To this
end, this paper examines certain patterns of confusion related to grammatical features.

To gather data, we recorded dialogues between a native speaker and a learner, and then
asked the learners what they thought they understood. One example of a source of confusion

that we identified was the negative form, -nai, embedded in the acknowledgement request zya
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