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Practice in Japanese Language Class with a Focus on Coexistence

Michie YAMAMORI (Tokai University)

Abstract

This study reports on a Japanese language class practice on the theme of coexistence for
intermediate and upper-intermediate Japanese students. The practice aimed to enable students
to 1) consider the problems of coexisting with different people, how to solve these problems,
and what one can do by oneself; 2) be able to do that using Japanese and 3) be able to
communicate their ideas in an easy-to-understand manner. Data from 15 students who agreed
to collaborate with the research was analysed to clarify the students' perspectives on this
practice.

At the beginning of the semester, only seven out of 15 students indicated problems or
solutions pertaining to coexistence, while by the end of the semester, all students referred to

such topics. However, some learners were not very specific in their solutions or about what
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